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Ø  A	  mechanism	  to	  iden)fy	  synergies	  and	  nurture	  collabora)ons	  

via	   facilitated	   open	   communica3ons	   between	   research	   and	  
technology	   development	   programmes	   for	   wheat	  
improvement.	  

Ø  Endorsed	   by	   the	   Agricultural	   Ministries	   from	   the	   G20	  
member	   states	   to	   improve	   food	   security	   and	   resolve	   the	  
urgent	   challenge	   of	   sustainably	   providing	   enough	   safe,	  
nutri3ous	   and	   affordable	   food	   for	   a	   growing	  popula3on,	   and	  
supported	  by	   research	  /	   funding	  organisa)ons	  and	   research	  
groups	  from	  many	  countries	  	  

	  
	  
	  
	  

The	  Wheat	  Ini3a3ve	  	  



Why	  wheat?	  
	  

	  
	  

Ø  The	  world’s	  most	  important	  food	  crop	  
Ø  Provides	  20%	  of	  all	  calories	  and	  20%	  of	  

all	  protein	  in	  developing	  and	  developed	  
countries	  

Ø  Wheat	  produc3on	  has	  not	  met	  
demand	  in	  the	  last	  10	  yrs	  

Ø  Demand	  will	  increase	  by	  70%	  by	  2050,	  
while	  yields	  are	  stagna3ng	  

Ø  Investment	  in	  wheat	  R&D	  is	  
dispropor3onally	  low	  given	  the	  
important	  of	  the	  crop	  

but	  

Importance	  of	  Wheat	  as	  calorie	  source	  (2006-‐08)	  
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Large	  na)onal	  
wheat	  programmes	  

The	  Wheat	  Ini3a3ve:	  linking	  wheat	  
research	  across	  the	  globe	  
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Objec3ve:	  coordinate	  world-‐wide	  
wheat	  improvement	  research	  efforts.	  

Ø  Iden)fy	  synergies	  and	  encourage	  collabora)ons	  
•  To	  add	  value	  to	  exis3ng	  wheat	  research	  capabili3es	  and	  ac3vi3es	  through	  

building	  and	  strengthening	  collabora3ons,	  coordina3on	  of	  research	  and	  
support	  for	  accessing	  research	  outcomes.	  

Ø  Facilitate	  open	  communica)on	  	  
•  Enable	  exchange	  of	  germplasm,	  data,	  materials	  and	  ideas	  within	  the	  wheat	  

research	  community	  
Ø  Support	  the	  development	  of	  publically	  available	  integrated	  databases	  

and	  plaQorms	  
•  Develop	  minimum	  data	  standards	  and	  protocols	  for	  consistent	  and	  

comparable	  analyses	  
Ø  Iden)fy	  and	  update	  priori)es	  for	  wheat	  	  
	  	  	  	  	  	  research	  

•  Monitor	  progress	  of	  scien3fic	  ac3vi3es	  
•  Communicate	  to	  funding	  agencies	  the	  

	  	  needs	  of	  wheat	  research	  
	  



IRIWI	  

Governance	  framework	  
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Research	  CommiWee	  

Scien3fic	  Board	  

Expert	  Working	  groups	  
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In	  summary…	  

The	  Wheat	  Ini)a)ve	  is:	  
•  A	  science-‐led	  ini3a3ve	  
•  A	  way	  to	  bridge	  na3onal	  

and	  interna3onal	  
programmes	  addressing	  
grand	  challenges	  

•  A	  mechanism	  for	  the	  wheat	  
community	  to	  define	  and	  
update	  research	  priori3es	  

•  A	  	  informa3on	  pla]orm	  for	  
ins3tu3ons	  	  to	  establish	  
investment	  priori3es	  

•  Self-‐funded	  through	  
members	  

The	  Wheat	  Ini)a)ve	  is	  not:	  
•  A	  compe3ng	  program	  with	  

na3onal	  or	  interna3onal	  
exis3ng	  ini3aves	  	  

•  A	  funding	  en3ty	  



Members	  (July	  2012)	  
•  Public	  research	  

•  Private	  research	  
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Contact	  

	  
wheat.ini3a3ve@versailles.inra.fr	  

	  


