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1  Introduction  

 

On 2 -3 March 2022, FACCE ERA-GAS held a virtual  Research Programme Meeting  and Stakeholder -

led workshop on research and innovation  (R&I)  for transformative change entitled  ñFarming & 

forestry in a climate -neutral Europe:  Bringing 6 years of research into action for climateò. This 

meetin g brought together coordinators and partners  of  the  10  research  projects  funded  through  the  

FACCE ERA-GAS 2016  Joint  Call,  as well  as funders  and stakeholders in the areas of policy, farming , 

forestry , greenhouse gas inventory compilation  and innovation . 

 

With the 2016 projects and FACCE ERA -GAS coming to a close, t he objective of this Research 

Programme Meeting  and stakeholder - led workshop  was t wofold:  

 

i)  Explore what key learnings the  10  research projects co - funded by FACCE ERA -GAS have for 

policy, research  and practice to achieve climate action  

ii)  Reflect on how R&I can be leveraged for transformative change and co -delivery of climate 

targets  

 

The Research Programme Meeting  and stakeholder - led workshop was hosted  by Wageningen 

University & Research  and organi sed by the lead of  the Communication Work Package in FACCE 

ERA-GAS and  Teagasc (FACCE ERA -GAS Coordinator).  In total more than 100  people participated in 

the meeting. After the meeting , a  brochure  was  published  giving  an overview  of  FACCE ERA-GAS,  

its  activities,  funding  calls  and  results and outcomes of all 27 research  projects  funded through the 

2016 joint co - funded call , the 201 8 and 2021  joint calls . 

 

FACCE ERA-GAS is an ERA-NET Cofund action  funded by the European Commission under its Horizon 

2020 Research & Innovation Programme (grant agreement n o. 696356 ) and  initi ated by the Joint 

Programming Initiative on Agriculture, Food Security and Climate Change  (FACCE -JPI) .  This  meeting 

was  also part  of  the  work  executed  under  WP3 Communication  of the Secretariat of FACCE -JPI. 

Stakeholder - led  workshops are one of the tools FACCE -JPI uses to make researchers of funded 

projects aware of value creation of research results and to engage more active interaction with  

stakeholders.  

 

This report focusses on the 3rd Research Programme Meeting and stakeholder - led workshop in detail  

on the following pages.  

https://www.eragas.eu/en/eragas/2016-Call.htm
https://www.eragas.eu/en/eragas/2018-Call.htm
https://www.eragas.eu/en/eragas/2021-Call.htm
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2  Third  Research Programme  Meeting  and Stakeholder - led 

Workshop on R&I for transformative change  

 

The 3 rd Research  Programme  Meeting  and Stakeholder - led workshop  took  place  on  Wednesday  2 

March 2022 from  10:00 to 13 :30  CET and Thursday 3 March 2022 from 10:00 to 14:00 CET virtually 

on Zoom . The R esearch Programme Meeting  was organised by Wageningen University & Research, 

a partner  in  FACCE ERA-GAS,  leading  WP5 (on  behalf  of  the  Dutch  Ministry) . The full  programme  can  

be found in section 2.1 . All  coordinators and par tners  of all 10 projects funded under the 2016 Joint 

Call , the 2018 Joint Call, the 2021 Joint call, funders, FACCE -JPI Governing Board, Scientific Advisory 

Board and Stakeholder Advisory Board members, stakeholders and others were invited.  In total , 

around 108  people participated in the third Research Programme Meeting and Stakeholder - led 

workshop.  

 

2.1  Programme of the  meetin g  

 

The R esearch Programme Meeting and Stakeholder - led workshop  were  designed for  multiple 

purposes. The project task description states:  

 

A final seminar for the presentation of the project results and the recommendations on GHG 

mitigation and monitoring  in agriculture and forestry. In collaboration with WP7, relevant 

stakeholders and partners from other ERANETs / JPIs  will be invited to all meetings.  

 

The  programme  of  the  third research programme meeting  reflected  these  aims  with  a focus on 

project result s and impact for  stakeholders, particularly letting stakeholders lead sessions with 

researcher s. This helped coalesce the key messages of the 2016 funded projects. Other relevant 

stakeholders, partners, ERA -NETs and JPIs were also invited and were in atten dance.  
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òFarming & forestry in a climate -neutral Europe:  

Bringing 6 years of research into action for climate ó 

3rd FACCE ERA-GAS Research Programme Meeting &  

Stakeholder -led workshop on R&I for transformative change   

 

 Hosted by Wageningen University & Research  

Chaired by Helen Carroll (external moderator)  

 2-3 March 2022  

Virtual Zoom Meeting  
 

 

Objectives  

¶ Explore what key learnings the research projects co -funded by FACCE ERA -GAS have for 

policy, research and practice to achieve climate action   

¶ Reflect on how R&I can be leveraged for transformative change and co -delivery of climate 

targets  

 

PROGRAMME (all times in CET) 

 

 

 

09:30 Online room open  

10:00 Opening of Day 1 by Helen Carroll, chair  

10:00 Welcome messages  

Martin Scholten, Wageningen University & Research, Princip al  Advisor for European Affairs 

Raymond Kelly,  Coordinator of FACCE ERA -GAS ð Teagasc, Ireland  

Gudrun Langthaler, FACCE -JPI Governing Board Chair  

10:10 FACCE ERA-GAS: 6 years of research & transnational coordination  

Órlaith Ní Choncubhair, Teagasc, Ireland    

10:20 Keynote addresses from the European Commission  

Peter Wehrheim, Head of Bioeconomy & Food Systems Unit, DG R&I, European Commission  

Kerstin Rosenow, Head of Research & Innovation Unit , DG AGRI, European Commission  

DAY 1 

Research Programme Meeting  
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11:00 Introduction to the project interviews and joint discussion   

Abigail Muscat, Communication Lead FACCE ERA -GAS ð Wageningen University & Research, the 

Netherlands  

  

 

11:05 Interviews and joint discussion with FACCE ERA -GAS projects  

 Panellists: Tim McAllister ð Principal Research Scientist, Agriculture and Agri -Food Canada  & 

FACCE-JPI Scientific Advisory Board Member  

 Henk van der Mheen ð Manager Climate Research, Wageningen University and Research  & 

FACCE-JPI Stakeholder Advisory Board Member representing the Global Research Alliance on 

Agricultural Greenhouse Gases  

This session aims to learn about the advances made and expected impacts for policy , research  

and practice emerging from the co -funded projects through interviews.  

 3DForMod  ð Combining remote sensing and 3D forest modelling to improve tropical forests 

monitoring of greenhouse gases emissions  

FORCLIMIT ð Mobilising and monitoring climate positive efforts in forests and forestry  

GHG-Manage  ð Managing and reporting of greenhous e gas emissions and carbon sequestration 

in different landscape mosaics  

INVENT ð Improving national forest inventory -based carbon stock change estimates for 

greenhouse gas inventories  

PEATWISE ð Wise use if drained peatlands in a bio -based economy: development of improved 

assessment practices and sustainable techniques for mitigation of greenhouse gases  

11:55 BREAK 

 

 

12:10 Interviews and joint discussion with FACCE ERA -GAS projects  

Panellists: Tim McAllister ð Principal Research Scientist, Agriculture and Agri -Food Canada  & 

FACCE-JPI Scientific Advisory Board Member  

Henk van der Mheen ð Manager Climate Research, Wageningen University and Research  & 

FACCE-JPI Stakeholder Advisory Board Member representing the Global Research Alliance on 

Agricultural Greenhouse Gases  

This second session will explore the advances made and expected impacts for policy , research  

and practice emerging from the crops, livestock and soil -related co -funded projects . 

 CEDERS ð Capturing effects  of diet on emissions from ruminant systems  

MAGGE-pH ð Mitigating agricultural greenhouse gas emissions by improved pH management of 

soils 

METHLAB ð Refining direct fed microbials (DFM) and silage inoculants for reduction of methane 

emissions from  ruminants  

ResidueGas  ð Improved estimation and mitigation of nitrous oxide emissions and soil carbon 

storage from crop residues  

Landscapes, Forests & Peatlands  

Crops, Livestock & Soils  
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RumenPredict  - Predicting appropriate GHG mitigation strategies based on modelling variables 

that contribute to ruminant environmental impact  

13:00 Wrap -up of outcomes of Day 1  

 Raymond Kelly  ð Teagasc, Ireland  

 13:10 Close of Day 1  by Helen Carroll, chair  

 

 

 

 

It has become clear that transformative change is needed across our agriculture, forestry and food 

systems to achieve sustainability, particu larly if we are to meet our climate targets. Research and 

innovation are  often called upon to show the way towards transformative change. However , it can be 

difficult for both researchers and stakeholders to fully exploit the results of research to achieve  

demonstrable impact. Th is workshop aim s to bring key stakeholders of the FACCE ERA -GAS projects 

together with researchers to reflect on how R&I can be leveraged for transformative change. This 

workshop will attempt to answer these key questions:  

 

 

 

09:30 Online room open  

10:00 Opening of Day 2 by Helen Carroll, chair  

10:05 Opening address  

 Frank OõMara ð Director of Teagasc, Ireland  & President European Animal Task Force  

10:15 Introduction to the stakeholder -led workshop  

 Abigail Muscat, Communication Lead FACCE ERA -GAS ð Wageningen University & Research, the 

Netherlands  

10:20 Keynote address: ôA changing climate for knowledge generation in agriculture õ 

Dhanush  Dinesh ð Founder of Clim -Eat, bridging science and policy for food and climate   

 

 

11:00 From research to impact : interviews & panel discussions with stakeholder ambassadors  

 Panellists:  

Fabien Ramos  ð Policy Officer Climate  Change and Energy , DG CLIMA, European 

Commission  

Valerio Abbadessa ð Research Programme Officer, DG AGRI, European Commission  

Jaakko Nippala  ð Senior Specialist, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry , Finland  

Hans Roust Thysen ð Climate Manager, Centre for Climate & Sustainability, SEG ES, Denmark 

Researcher: Jørgen Olesen (ResidueGas  Coordinator )  

Focus Area 1: policy & national greenhouse gas inventories  

DAY 2 

Stakeholder -led workshop:  

R&I for transformative change: co -delivering on the 2030 climate targets  

1. What is the role of research & innovation in transformative change for climate?  

2. What are the needs of practitioners, researchers and society at large and how can R&I respond 

to them?  

3. How to enable a shared vision and co -creation of R&I for climate impact?  
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12:10 BREAK  

 

 

12:20 From research to impact : interviews & panel discussions with stakeholder ambassadors  

 Panellists:  

Nicolas Robert ð Scientific Project Officer, Bioeconomy Unit, Joint Research Centre, 

European Commission  

Branwen Miles ð Senior Policy Advisor, COPA COGECA  

David Telford ð Head of AgriFood, Innovate UK Knowledge Transfer Network  

Researchers: Sharon Huws  (RumenPredict Coordinator)  and Catherine Stanton  (METHLAB 

Coordinator)  

13:30 Summing up of the key insights from Day 2 and a look to the future  

 Órlaith  Ní Choncubhair ð Teagasc, Ireland  

 Abigail Muscat ð Wageningen University and Research  

 Raymond Kelly ð Teagasc, Ireland  

13:40 Closure of the event  by Helen Carroll, chair   

 

 

 

 

FACCE ERA-GAS Website:   FACCE ERA-GAS Twitter:     FACCE ERA-GAS 

Linkedin:  

www.eragas.eu     @FACCE_ERAGAS    https://bit.ly/3v2iPXD   

 

FACCE-JPI Website:    FACCE-JPI Twitter:    FACCE-JPI Project wheel:  

www.faccejpi.net     @FACCEJPI     https://bit.ly/3oYE4sb   

 

Focus Area 2: farming, forestry & supporting innovation  

http://www.eragas.eu/
https://bit.ly/3v2iPXD
http://www.faccejpi.net/
https://bit.ly/3oYE4sb
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2.2  Day 1: Welcoming Messages  

Martin Scholten, Principal Advisor for European Affairs at Wageningen University and Research  

Raymond Kelly ï FACCE ERA-GAS Coordinator and Head of Research Support at Teagasc, Ireland  

Gudrun Langthaler ï FACCE-JPI Governing Board Chai r  

The  RPM was opened by Martin Scholten, 

Prin cipal Advisor for European Affair s at 

Wageningen University  and Research , 

Raymond Kell y, Coordinator of FACCE -ERA GAS 

and Gudrun Langthaler  current FACCE -JPI 

chair.  Martin welcome d all on behalf of 

Wageningen University and Research, 

commenting on the great work done since the 

inception of FACCE ERA -GAS in 2016.  This 

shows the value and contribution of joint 

transnational networks . Raymond Kelly 

welcome d all and mentions that the main aims 

of these two days are to explore the key 

learnings of the 10 projects funded by the  2016 

Call and examin e their policy implications. 

Gudrun welcome d all on behalf of FACCE -JPI 

and explains that climate cha nge is one of the 

key areas of research for FACCE -JPI and 

emphasised the responsibility of all those 

involved to bring solutions for climate change.  

 

 

2.3  Day 1: FACCE ERA - GAS: 6 years of research & transnational 

coordination  

Órlaith Ní Choncubhair ,  FACCE ERA-GAS Consortium Manager and Senior Research Officer in Teagasc, Ireland  

Órlaith Ní Choncubhair , Co nsortium Manager  of 

FACCE ERA-GAS,  presented FACCE ERA-GAS and 

its core activities  (presentation)  as well as the core 

outcomes of  the 2016, 2018 and 2021 calls for 

Transnational Projects. FACCE ERA -GAS was set up 

in 2016 with the aims of boosting cooperation, 

alignment and impact  across Europe an d New 

Zealand in agricultural and forestry GHG R&I . Over 

its time, it has funded 27 projects, 10 in 2016 on 

monitoring and mitigation of GHG  emissions from 

agriculture  and silviculture, 8 on novel 

technologies, solutions and systems  focusing on 

livestock p roduction and 9 on circular agriculture in 

mixed -crop livestock systems , the latter two calls 

together with its partner ERA -NETs. The policy 

context has changed drastically since 2016 when 

FACCE ERA-GAS was initiated by FACCE -JPI. With 

the latest IPCC repo rt on ñImpacts, Adaptation and  

Vulnerability ò just released, the results and 

outcomes of these projects ha ve  never been so 

important.  

https://www.eragas.eu/en/Display-on-pages/show/FACCE-ERA-GAS-Final-RPM-presentation-Orlaith.htm


11  

2.4  Day  1: Keynote addresses from the European Commission  

Peter Wehrheim, Head of Bioeconomy  & Food Systems Unit, DG R&I, European Commission  

   Kerstin Rosenow, Head of Research & Innovation Unit, DG AGRI, European Commission  

Peter Wehrheim ,( presentation )  head of the Bioeconomy and Food Systems Unit at DG  

Research and Innovation gave a keynote address giving the EU climate  and R&I  policy 

context in agriculture and forestry . With the introduction of the EU climate law, the EU 

aims to reach climate neutrality by 2050. This means that the land sector will need to be 

climate neutral by 2035. Solutions for the land sector were emphasised, such as carbon 

farming. An overview of the upcoming partnerships and missions under Horizon Europe 

relevant to  agriculture and climate was given.  

 

Kerstin Rosenow, (presentation ) Head of the Research and Innovation Unit at DG 

Agriculture and Rural Development , presented research and innovation needs and 

projects in farming to meet the needs of upscaling the EUôs climate ambitions as well as 

in light of the Green Deal and the Farm to Fork Strategy.  In farming, examples were 

given of structures in pla ce under the carbon farming init iative and its relation to the 

Common Agricultural Policy and the certification schemes in place for carbon  removals. 

Examples of ongoing projects in the area of climate and agriculture such as EJP Soil were 

discussed. Other  relevant initiatives such as the Forest Strategy for 2030 and the Soil 

Mission were discussed along with international collaborations the EU is currently 

undertaking in agricultural and climate research e.g. Aim for Climate  

 

2.5  Day 1: Project Interviews and Joint Discussion : Lan d scapes, Forests 

and Peatlands  

Introduction: Abigail Muscat, Communication Lead FACCE ERA -GAS ï Wageningen University & Research, the 

Netherlands  

Moderator: Helen Carroll  

Panellists: Tim McAllister ï Principal Research Scientist, Agric ulture and Agri -Food Canada & FACCE -JPI Scientific 
Advisory Board Member  

Henk van der Mheen ï Manager Climate Research, Wageningen University and Research & FACCE -JPI 
Stakeholder Advisory Board Member representing the Global Research Alliance on Agricultur al Greenhouse Gases  

Project coordinators  of FORCLIMIT, GHG -Manage, INVENT, PEATWISE  

 

Abigail Muscat, Communication Lead for FACCE ERA -GAS, introduced the project interviews and joint panel 

discussion. Each project coordinator had a  few minutes to introduce the project, outline a major novelty or 

outcome of the project and answer project -specific questions. Below are the key  messages from the panel 

discussion and recommendations from each project:  

Recommendation s from projects :  

FORCLIMIT: It is possible to construct a policy -based framework that fully captures the potential  of forests for 

climate mitigation  without penalties for forest use. It can do this through free  interchangeability across  climate 

mitigation sectors, and remain  fl exible enough to fit different countries. EU policy should take full advantage of 

the LULUCF sector.  The focus is now o n the trade -off between b iodiversity  and climate mitigation and while this  

focus identifies some  important  issues, these trade -offs may not always be trade -offs.  

GHG MANAGE: More tree -planting is needed  with  the  added advantage that many forest soils show  significant  

uptake of methane . A better evaluation  is needed  of treelines and hedgerows  on farmland  in sequestration of 

carbon and the p ossible take -up of methane.  

https://www.eragas.eu/en/Display-on-pages/show/FACCE-ERA-GAS-Final-RPM-Peter-Wehrheim.htm
https://www.eragas.eu/en/Display-on-pages/show/FACCE-ERA-GAS-Final-RPM-Kerstin-Rosenow.htm
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INVENT:  A more global recommendation beyond the project. We need living labs, communities or municipalities 

willing to enter into long - term cooperation with  experts who are willing to cooperate with land -owners long - term 

and at  a high expert level.  This brings science to a more tangible, everyday reality within the community. 

Bridging the magnitude of large scientific work with local communities.  

PEATWISE: It should be noted that a gricultural peat soils will not easily become carbon neutral , even on a long -

term horizon such as 2050 . Where there is interest in  rewetting and paludiculture with high water tables, here  

markets  need to be developed  for products coming from these production systems . Where you need production 

on agricul tural  peatlands, it is not easy to make changes. There need to be life cycle assessments to look more 

cohesively at impacts in other sectors.  

 

Project coordinators of GHG-Manage, INVENT, FORCLIMIT and PEATWISE, with members of the FACCE -JPI 

SAB and StAB  

 

2.6  Day 1: Project Interviews and Joint Discussion: Crops, Livestock and 

Soils  

Moderator: Helen Carroll  

Panellists: Tim McAllister ï Principal Research Scientist, Agriculture and Agri -Food Canada & FACCE -JPI 

Scientific Advisory Board Member  

Henk van der Mheen ï Manager Climate Research, Wageningen University and Research & FACCE -JPI 

Stakeholder Advisory Board Member representing the Global Research Alliance on Agricultural Greenhouse 

Gases  
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Abigail Muscat, Communication Lead for FACCE ERA -GAS, introduced the pr oject interviews and joint panel 

discussion. Each project coordinator had a few minutes to introduce the project, outline a major novelty or 

outcome of the project and answer project -specific questions. Below are the recommendations  from each 

project:  

 

Project coordinators of CEDERS, MAGGE -Ph, METHLAB, ResidueGas,  RumenPredict  

 

 

Recommendations from the projects:  

CEDERS: All  nations have different systems and methodologies. Be aware of the aim of the farm accounting 

within the national inventory, which  determines what is required. One solution does not fit all. IPCC guidelines 

remain too generic to deal with country -specificities. The suggestion is to  clearly define the aims for national 

greenhouse inventories. At the moment itôs the reverse, farmers  need  to fit within the framework  making it  

unfair  for farmers.  

MAGGE-pH: Take care of the soil pH, not only for good agronomic practice and yields but also for mitigating 

GHGs. At the national level, look at soil pH status, and lime use. At the international level,  the IPCC Tier 1 for 

lime is currently inaccurate.   

METHLAB: There is great potential for reducing methane emissions from ruminants using Lactic Acid Bacteria , 

widely used as probiotics and in nutrition. Lactic Acid Bacteria are easy  to use, can be applied during the silage 

production phase, maintain viability and can be ingested by the animal. The cost varies between companies  but  

the amount s need ed are not  huge and the strains survive well and could even multiply , increasing  cost -

ef fective ness . However , more research is needed  to identify  more effective strains than what w as identified in 

this first phase  and to understand  the mechanisms for action. More research for the identification of efficacious 

products.  

ResidueGas : With crop residues, the type  of residue  matters more than how we manage them. Immature 

residues  (e.g. c over  crops, tops of sugar beets)  are a huge source  of emissions , mature  crop residues have 

fewer. This has implications for how crop residues are used . Using model ling and field studies, the project 

concluded that itôs really important to differentiate between different types of crop residues rather than when to 

apply them or other management options. Our suggestion is  to remove green above -ground crop residues, which 



14  

can be used for biorefining or other recycling as they are potential large contributors to  nitrous oxide emissions. 

Roots of immature crops can stay.   

RumenPredict: Real mitigation opportunities exist in breeding and diet solutions . More long - term st udies are 

needed . We need to ensure there is  an incentive to use these interventions when it comes to breeding and diet 

management. There has been a lot of research on this but with limited success , this is because i t is difficult to 

make it robust .  More information is needed to  see how farmers can utilise these  solutions  and still function as 

a business.  Lots of dietary supplements are in the pipeline and EU policy is evolving in the area.  

 

 

2.7  Wrap - Up and outcomes of Day 1  

Raymond Kelly , FACCE ERA-GAS coordinator  ï Teagasc, Ireland  

Raymond Kelly, FACCE ERA -GAS coordinator, wrapped up Day 1 by giving the key insi ghts of the day. The 

interview and panel discussion setting led to an interesting discussion both on -screen and in the chat. What 

came through is that  huge advances have been made but  more research is still needed. We heard from Kerstin 

Rosenow about the upcoming partnerships, both in the form of living labs but also research in more tightly 

controlled settings. Many reflections from panel member s and the audience clearly showed the need for both 

kinds of research to have a greater impact. The need to consider national and local contexts  also came through 

on the first day as the emphasis was placed on the fact that a óôone size fits allôô approach will not work. 

Nevertheless, there are still  considerable  challenge s for research to enact  transformative  change and it became 

clear that this cannot happen without policy -makers, primary producers,  industry  and advisors working 

together. Many researchers  showed a great appetite to work with stakeholders and local communities but 

emphasised that this is easier said than done, as there are considerable challenges. The day was closed by 

introducing the stakeholder - led workshop and encouraging participants to  attend the second day.  

Figure 1 some of the participants on Day 1  
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3 Stakeholder - led workshop on R&I for transformative change  

3.1 Day 2: Opening address and introduction to  the  stakeholder - led 

workshop  

Frank OôMara ï Director of Teagasc, Ireland & President of European Animal Task Force  

Abigail Muscat, Communication Lead FACCE ERA -GAS ï Wageningen University & Research, the Netherlands  

Frank Oô Mara, Director of Teagasc and President of the Animal Task Force gave an opening address on  the 

second day of the meeting. He explained that w ith the first day focusing on the key outcomes of the projects  for 

policy, research and practice , the second day w ould  focus on how multiple actors can work together  to co -deliver 

on our climate targets . With the new IPCC report out, the message is clearer than ever that we need to work 

together and step up our actions. The view from T eagasc  and how it works with farmers as a research , education  

and farm advisory organisation  was also given. Research results on their own will not deliver transformative 

change. Farmers should be  on board with  the research journey. He e mphasised that farmers need a lot of 

technology and support to make the change. There is a huge difference in the ease with  how new technologies 

are adopted.  Large changes require significant support to implement. Innovation and impact require a cycle 

whe re you try and re - try new things again and again. This requires support and trust from farmers.  He concluded 

by  invit ing  everyone to share ideas and insights during the meeting.  

 

3.2 Day 2: Keynote address, óA changing climate for knowledge generation 

in agricultureô 

Dhanush Dinesh ï Founder of Clim -Eat, bridging science and policy for food and climate  

Dhanush Dhinesh, ( pres entation ) CEO and Founder of Clim -Eat gave a keynote on how the science -policy 

interface in agriculture also needs to be changed for food systems transformation. Dhanush drew on research 

while working at the Climate, Agriculture and Food Security Research Programme (CCAFS) at CGIAR.  Key 

takeaways from Dhanushôs research into a large research organisation working at the science-policy interface 

were: i) failures are inevitable so research programmes should be designed to fail intelligently  ii) research 

funding should follow the óôthree-thirds principleôô where funding is split equally between outreach, engagement 

and evidence.  Research programmes still create an atmosphere where it is highly competitive and difficult to 

admit failure, this reduces cooperati on which reduces impact. The address concluded that for food systems to 

change, knowledge systems need to transform also. This means changing the priorities of research and phasing 

out ways of working that are redundant and bring no impact.  

https://www.eragas.eu/en/Display-on-pages/show/FACCE-ERA-GAS-3rd-RPM-Presentation-from-Dhanush-Dhinesh-ClimEat.htm
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3.3 Day 2 : Panel on focus area of  policy and national greenhouse gas 

inventories  

Panellists:  

Fabien Ramos ï Policy Officer Climate Change and Energy, DG CLIMA, European Commission  

Valerio Abbadessa ï Research Programme Officer, DG AGRI, European Commission  

Jaakko Nip pala ï Senior Specialist, Ministry of Agriculture and Forestry, Finland  

Hans Roust Thysen ï Climate Manager, Centre for Climate & Sustainability, SEGES, Denmark  

Researcher: Jørgen Olesen , Aarhus University  (ResidueGas Coordinator)  

Each stakeholder  ambassad or  was given 5 minutes for an opening statement introducing their work, what their 

role involves, their challenges and their needs concerning making a positive climate impact in agriculture and 

forestry. Each panel was joined by researchers from one of the  FACCE ERA-GAS projects . Questions were asked 

by the moderator to each stakeholder ambassador and discussed.  Key point s discussed were :  

The challenges of policy - makers and researchers working together:  

¶ Different  perspectives. Policy -makers want simple messages researchers are focused on the details and 

on the uncertainties.  

¶ Key challenge is communication from both sides, there is a need for a common understanding  
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Figure 2 Word Cloud from video transcript of the session  

How can communication be improved  between policy and research?  

¶ Trying to encourage all stakeholders to exchange information  

¶ Need a broader systemic and integrated approach. Multidisciplinary knowledge  

¶ Training, education, awareness  

 

Importance of joint initiat ives :  

¶ We recognize that existing data and systems need to be utili sed well in monitoring and supporting forest 

owners  

¶ Bringing research to policy and bringing the policy to action. Does that system work well? Yes and no. 

the more collaborative the process is, the easier it is to implement it on the ground. Some issues  have 

to take into account the different views of the s takeholders.  

¶ To scale up, we need international collaboration to address major societal challenges, e.g. FACCE ERA -

GAS, and synergies between the public and private sector.   

 

On the role of failure:  

¶ How to contribute to this transformation. The time that we have is extremely short  and may not be 

feasible. It is not just the emissions , there are issues such as nutrient leakage, pesticide use  and more.  

¶ We need to speed up processes.  The quotation from Mike Ryan, Executive Director of the WHO, holds 

true, ñSpeed trumps perfectionò. We are going to make errors and we need to learn from mistakes. We 

need to look at how we organize ourselves around this.  

¶ Failure is difficult for farmers. If we are asking farmers to invest then it has to be effective. Farmers ar e 

investing  in  their business. Better to fail at the pilot scale.  

 

A more detailed summary is available in section 3.5 óSumming up of the key insights of Day 2 and a look towards 

the future .  








































